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through learning

At Pearson, we’re committed to supporting you at every step. Learn more about our support 
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A warm welcome to the Pearson  
Teaching Awards
This is the ninth year of Pearson’s support for these National Teaching Awards.  
Why do we do it?

With the economy and society undergoing a shift greater than at any time since the  
industrial revolution, the demands placed on a good education will grow, technology will 
open up a world of challenge and opportunity, and the learner voice will matter more than 
ever. But amidst huge change, there is one constant to steady us. Great teaching, and great 
teachers make a bigger impact on learning that improves lives, than anything else. That will 
be true for another 1000 years.

My daughter is a newly qualified teacher. I understand even more than I did, the resilience 
and tenacity required for this profession. Although hugely rewarding, teaching is one of the 
toughest jobs on the planet - a job made yet harder by tight budgets and heavy  
accountability.

That’s why today, we celebrate the 2019 Pearson National 
Teaching Award winners and pay tribute to hundreds of 
thousands of teachers across the country.

I do have a request - please spread the word about  
the Pearson National Teaching Awards to support the  
recognition of your colleagues, when the 2020  
nominations become available at  
www.teachingawards.com.

On behalf of everyone at Pearson and the Pearson  
National Teaching Awards, congratulations, and thank you.

Rod Bristow
President of Pearson in the UK
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SSAT exists to help improve outcomes for all young 
people. As a membership organisation of schools and 
academies across the UK and internationally, we work 
with leaders, teachers and students to drive school 
improvement and innovation, and celebrate their 
successes. We believe in a truly school-led system, with 
schools working in partnership across and beyond the 
education sector. At SSAT’s heart are our membership 
networks, bringing together school leaders, teachers and 

students. We have been working with schools for over 30 
years, and continue to offer insight and understanding 
into teaching, learning and system leadership. Our 
professional development and school improvement 
programmes help leaders and teachers to further 
outcomes for all young people, and develop leadership at 
all levels across the system.

Find out more at www.ssatuk.co.uk

“At the core of my job, as a headteacher is to make sure that teachers have the facilities and the equipment that they 
need to make a difference to the lives of young people. Google technology facilitates the shared ownership of the work 
between students and teachers and it’s that shared ownership that leads to great progress.”

Miles Bacon | Headteacher, Thurstable School

Congratulations to all the finalists and winners of the Pearson Teaching Awards 2019!

We believe that teachers empower the next generation to 
change the world. That’s why we have made the same 
software products we use to run Google available to 
schools for free. Having access to powerful tools gives 
teachers the opportunity to make a difference.

For years, we have worked to spread digital innovation 
across the globe. Today over 90 million students 
and teachers in 186 countries use G Suite to create, 
communicate and collaborate. Chromebooks have 

helped lower the cost of computer ownership for schools 
by more than 60% and they are now the most used 
device in schools globally.

But we also know that technology alone won’t make a 
difference. It’s when that technology is in the hands of 
educators, that it can become powerful.

Thank you for all that you do to help us expand learning 
for everyone.
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The Scottish Education Awards celebrate success in Scottish education. They recognise and share the excellent 
work taking place in Scottish classrooms, and showcase those who dedicate their lives to education in providing 
opportunities for all children and young people to succeed in life. We are delighted that winners from the Scottish 
Education Awards will represent Scotland at the Pearson Teaching Awards UK Ceremony. This provides a platform for 
sharing the many innovations and creative ideas underway in Scottish schools.

The Welsh Government is committed to celebrating the commitment, 
dedication and inspiration of our education workforce through the Professional 
Teaching Awards Cymru and through working in partnership with the Pearson 
Teaching Awards.

Teachers are developing a new forward-looking and adaptable curriculum 
in Wales, to be revealed in 2020. It will equip learners to thrive in our 
rapidly changing world. Changes to assessment, professional learning and 
accountability will all help it succeed, as teachers in Wales work with others to 
raise standards and break the link between deprivation and attainment.

We congratulate and celebrate all outstanding teachers, their work is vital.

Llongyfarchiadau!
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The Department for Education is responsible for children’s services and education, including early years, schools, 
higher and further education policy, apprenticeships and wider skills in England.

Our vision is to provide world-class education, training and care for everyone, whatever their background, making sure 
that everyone has the chance to reach their potential, and live a more fulfilled life. It will also create a more productive 
economy, so that our country is fit for the future.

The Department for Education is supporting the Teaching Awards and sponsoring two categories, The Award for 
Lifetime Achievement and The Award for Outstanding New Teacher of the Year. The Department recognises and 
celebrates the vital work of teachers in the early days of their career as well as the work of long-standing teachers who 
have served our schools for many years.

Future First is a social mobility charity, working to ensure 
that no young person’s future is limited by their start in 
life.

The charity works across the UK to build and activate 
thriving state school alumni communities, creating 
sustainable support structures and resource for teachers 
and students.

Among the alumni of every school are accessible and 
inspiring work and education role models who can 
support schools and engage young people. 

 Former students open up new worlds of career 

opportunities for current students, broadening horizons, 
developing confidence and motivation, and helping them 
access a world beyond their own.

Future First believes all young people should have access 
to relatable role models, trusted mentors, and meaningful 
social capital, because ‘you can’t be what you can’t see’.

In 2018/19 Future First worked with 524 schools, 
supporting over 100,000 students through over 2600 
hours of volunteer sessions with nearly 3500 volunteers.

Find out more at futurefirst.org.uk
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The Chartered College of Teaching is your professional body for teaching. We are working to celebrate, support and 
connect teachers to take pride in their profession and provide the best possible education for children and young people. 
We are dedicated to bridging the gap between practice and research and equipping teachers from the second they enter 
the classroom with the knowledge and confidence to make the best decisions for their pupils. 

Through the Chartered College, we are providing teachers with access to a wealth of research, resources and insight to 
constantly develop their skills and enable excellent teaching.

Our teachers and schools deserve to be celebrated for the huge difference they make to lives every single day. We want 
to build a profession where teachers are recognised for their expertise and their decisions are supported. By bringing the 
profession together and giving teachers a platform for their voices to be heard and their expertise to be respected, we can 
raise the status of teaching together. We are proud to be involved with the Pearson National Teaching Awards and to be 
given the opportunity to thank our profession for everything they do.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR SILVER WINNERS

The Award for Digital  
Innovator of the Year

Esam Baboukhan City of Westminster College

Sharon Bruton The Keys Federation Academy Trust

Scott Hayden Basingstoke College of Technology

Matt Murphy Stone Soup Academy

Stephen Sadler East Barnet School

The Award for Excellence  
in Special Needs Education

Morag Colley Kingsmead Academy

Marie Duffy Percy Shurmer Academy

Teresa Mason High Close School

Tina Murray Barham Primary School

Lisa Webb Raynsford Academy
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The Award for  
FE Lecturer of the Year

Brian Banks City College Plymouth

Duncan Cameron Strode College

Heather Houston Belfast Metropolitan College

Nicola Manning One Sixth Form College

Bina Pawar City of Westminster College

The Award for  
Headteacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Aaron Meredith Ernesettle Community School

Lisamaria  Purdie St Ninian’s Primary School

Claire Robinson Holy Evangelists' Primary School

Paul Slater Trumacar Nursery and Community  
Primary School

The Award for  
Headteacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

George Croxford Royal Wootton Bassett Academy

Lynne Fox Bramhall High School

Sheldon Logue St. Damian's RC Science College

Rhian Morgan Ellis Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda

The Award for Lifetime 
Achievement

Keith Berry Park Community Academy

David Blow The Ashcombe School

Frank McCarron Stockport Academy

Teresa Roche Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School

Ruth Stevenson Castlemilk High School

The Award for  
Outstanding New  
Teacher of the Year

Gruff Arfon Ysgol Tryfan

India Brown Fulham Cross Girls' School and Language 
College

Francesca Buckland World's End Junior School

Connor Goulding Sacred Heart R.C. Primary School

Sharmin Rahman Crowmarsh Gifford Church of England 
Primary School

Natalie Wilsher The Gryphon School
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The Award for  
Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Charlotte Bartlam Fairmeadows Foundation Primary School

Lyn Campbell Edwards Hall Primary School

Collette Donnelly Lyndhurst Primary School

Siobhan Freeman William Davis Primary School

Jade Herbaut Roebuck Academy

Angela Hilton Cleves Cross Primary and  
Nursery Academy

Diane Martin St Anne's Church Academy

Allison Pope Cwm Primary School

Fliss Prior Bilsthorpe Flying High Academy

Rebecca Proctor Downham Church of England Voluntary 
Controlled Primary School

The Award for  
Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Sarah Brownell Beverley High School

Graeme Erickson North Liverpool Academy

Simon Gunstone Royal Wootton Bassett Academy

Courtney Hosp Fulham Cross Girls' School and Language 
College

Sam Jones Hele's School

Leah Kemp Birtenshaw School

Ed Le Brun Kings College Guildford

John McKean St Ninian's High School

Dean Ralph High Close School

Sara Sinaguglia St Edwards RC/CofE School

Pippa Wadey Putney High School

Nicola Whiston Ormiston Horizon Academy

Claudia Windley Greensward Academy
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The Award for Teaching  
Assistant of the Year

Paul McCauley Selly Park Girls' School

Jacqueline McQuade Regent High School

Anastasia Nicholls Abingdon House School

Nina Thomas Goldsmith Primary Academy

The Award for FE  
Team of the Year

Hospitality and  
Catering Team

London South East Colleges

Hospitality and  
Catering Team

North Warwickshire and  
South Leicestershire College

SERC Science Team South Eastern Regional College

Sport, PE & Dance Team Wyke Sixth Form College

Sunderland College's 
Music Team

City of Sunderland College

The Award for Primary 
School of the Year -  
Making a Difference

Delph Side Community Primary School

Flakefleet Primary School

Kentmere Academy and Nursery

St John's Primary School 

Westleigh Methodist Primary School

The Award for Secondary 
School of the Year -  
Making a Difference

Carlton Bolling College

Clare Mount Specialist Sports College

Stockport Academy
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PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

In his first five terms as a teacher,  
Gruff is described as a real asset 
to Ysgol Tryfan. His impact in the 
whole school community has been 
outstanding. The key to his success is 
the positive and respectful relationship 
he has with every learner and every 
member of staff – and he is always 
willing to go the extra mile for his 
learners. He has already been 
recognised on a regional level and 
was the deserving winner of the 
Outstanding New Teacher in Wales’ 
Professional Teaching Awards Cymru. 

An inspirational advocate of innovation 
in teaching and learning, Esam has 
created a hugely successful learning 
model. Committed to developing 
confident, independent learners, his 
vision and attention to detail make a 
powerful combination. Through the 
establishment of the College’s digital 
strategy, Esam has pioneered ways 
for others to adopt technology to help 
students, using a blended-learning 
approach. He’s viewed by colleagues 
as a thought leader who understands 
the skills needed for the 21st Century 
and who makes the complexities of 
digital learning simple. He has become 
a national influencer and a nationally-
recognised leader in technology  
for education.

Originally from Belfast, Brian returned 
to teaching in 2014 at City College 
Plymouth. His lessons are praised for
being extraordinary and his techniques
and inventiveness in teaching are now
legendary among students.
Back in 1990, Brian won a “People of
the Year” award in Ireland for his work
with sixth formers as part of a Northern
Ireland Peace Project. He served for a
time as a medic in the Territorial Army
in Belfast, before finishing his PGCE
in Queen’s University Belfast. On
moving to England, Brian started a
small web-design business. He’s since
put his computing and programming
skills to great use in his teaching and
writing. Brian’s commitment, support
and inspirational approach to teaching
and learning make him an eminently
respected lecturer whose energy is
infectious.

Gruff Arfon 

Ysgol Tryfan 
Bangor, Wales

The Award for Outstanding  
New Teacher of the Year

Esam Baboukhan

City of Westminster College 
London

The Award for Digital Innovator  
of the Year

Brian Banks

City College Plymouth 
Plymouth, Devon

The Award for FE Lecturer of the Year

Supported by GoogleSupported by the Department for Education
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PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

David Blow 

The Ashcombe School 
Dorking, Surrey 

The Award for Lifetime Achievement

David’s career of 43 years has been in 
secondary education and in that time 
he has done everything possible to 
offer a wide and inclusive experience 
for the benefit of students at The 
Ashcombe School in Dorking, Surrey, 
where he has been Headteacher for 
13 years. His influence on educational 
opportunities and outcomes for young 
people has been immense and he is 
hugely respected locally and nationally 
for his generosity and time given 
to support education professionals 
across all phases. His calm and caring 
compassion coupled with a razor sharp 
analytical mind and the ability to grasp 
challenges and find solutions have 
made him, according to colleagues,  
‘a truly remarkable leader’.

Charlotte Bartlam

Fairmeadows Foundation Primary 
School Swadlincote, Derbyshire

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School 

Keith Berry

Park Community Academy 
Blackpool, Lancashire 

The Award for Lifetime Achievement

Charlie’s passion for learning is 
infectious and tireless consistency  
is her hallmark. With her thoughtful, 
personalised approach and as 
advocate, mentor and role model,  
she has lifted Fairmeadows in 
Derbyshire from the bottom 5% 
in the country to the top 1% for 
outcomes in maths. A champion for 
the most vulnerable, outcomes for the 
disadvantaged have exceeded national 
standards in all areas. Her dedication 
to school sport helps support the pupils 
in challenging themselves, providing 
fresh opportunities to shine. 

Keith is an outstanding Headteacher 
who has devoted his life to achieving 
the best possible outcomes for children 
and young people with special 
educational needs. Keith’s vision for the 
provision of SEND across Blackpool has 
driven the Academy’s four Outstanding 
Ofsted judgements. He is ‘unwavering 
in his ambition for pupils, their families 
and staff and provides exceptionally 
effective leadership’ (Ofsted May 
18). Keith has been instrumental in 
many developments across Blackpool 
and Lancashire, including the highly 
successful School Direct training 
programme in both mainstream and 
SEND, and is a well-respected NLE 
across the County. 

Supported by the Department for Education Supported by the Department for Education
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PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

Sharon Bruton 

The Keys Federation Academy 
Trust Wigan, Lancashire 

The Award for Digital Innovator 
of the Year

Sharon is the CEO of The Keys 
Federation, a multi-academy trust 
(MAT) of four primary schools based 
in the North West. She is a passionate 
advocate of unlocking potential, 
embodied in her MAT’s approach 
to professional development, its 
“Spirit of Purpose”. As a National 
Leader in Education, Sharon has led 
a local consortium of 21 schools in 
a self-improving network, as well as 
supported system leadership across 
Greater Manchester and the Diocese 
of Liverpool. Sharon is an active fellow 
of the RSA and is currently leading 
a cohort of 40 schools nationally to 
manage effective and sustainable 
curriculum change.

India Brown

Fulham Cross Girls’ School and 
Language College Fulham, London

The Award for Outstanding  
New Teacher of the Year

Sarah Brownell

Beverley High School 
Beverly, East Riding of Yorkshire

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Since India started as a Newly 
Qualified Teacher a year ago she has 
had a profound impact on her students 
and the wider school.  She’s described 
as unswervingly positive and known 
for her creative teaching methods in 
bringing History to life. Her historical 
drama club ‘Act the Facts’ has proved 
to be an enormous hit, as has her 
challenge club, which has seen students 
debating and visiting top universities 
in preparation for later life.  India is 
described by colleagues as ‘a dream  
to work with’, and is already 
contributing to the trainee teachers 
development programme. 

Sarah is an inspirational teacher who 
achieves phenomenal results. She 
employs a range of highly successful 
teaching strategies and monitors 
the learning of every student in her 
care. Viewed as exceptional and 
known for her infectious enthusiasm, 
colleagues say her biggest strength 
is her humanity. Sarah’s commitment 
to pastoral care as well as academic 
success is amongst the best this 
Yorkshire school has seen. She 
contributes to a wide range of activities 
in the life of the school and community 
including raising thousands of pounds 
for charity.

Supported by GoogleSupported by SSATSupported by the Department for Education
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PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

Lyn Campbell

Edwards Hall Primary School 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Lyn is an exceptional teacher who 
brings out the best in pupils and 
colleagues at Edwards Hall Primary. 
Her unwavering positivity and quiet 
determination has seen her progress 
from Welfare Assistant to accredited 
Lead Practitioner. She qualified as a 
teacher in 2015 and in four years 
has had a significant impact on the 
practice of teachers across the school. 
Her unfailing generosity with her time 
means that her coaching, support 
and advice is sought by colleagues 
new to the profession and those far 
more experienced. Her reputation for 
excellence means that teachers come 
from across the borough to learn from 
her. Her pupils have made phenomenal 
progress and blossomed with self-
knowledge and self-belief under  
her care.

Francesca Buckland

World’s End Junior School 
Birmingham, West Midlands

The Award for Outstanding  
New Teacher of the Year

Duncan Cameron

Strode College 
Street, Somerset 

The Award for FE Lecturer of the Year

Fran’s keen interest in raising students’
aspirations during her NQT year
led her to participate in the Building
Mathematical Resilience Workgroup,
run by the region’s Central Maths
Hub. Her chosen areas of research
were developing growth mindsets and
strengthening parental engagement.
The work she completed in that
time was viewed as outstanding and
helped the children in her care to
thrive. Colleagues report that Fran
regularly goes above and beyond their
expectations of a new class teacher and
is constantly researching and seeking
new experiences for her pupils and to
raise their aspirations, many of whom
are from disadvantaged backgrounds.
Feedback on Frans teaching is
always exceptional and the teachers
leave inspired.

Art lecturer Duncan is renowned 
for his endless energy, unwavering 
enthusiasm and outstanding teaching 
skills. Colleagues say he engenders an 
environment where students can take 
risks with their work, learn from their 
mistakes, become positive reflective 
thinkers and celebrate their own and 
others’ successes. He works tirelessly in 
the sector to support students not just to 
secure a positive education experience 
but to allow them to progress to their 
next step, be it employment or higher 
education. He is known as a multi-
talented polymath thanks to the wide 
range of interests, topics, knowledge 
and skills he brings to his teaching and 
to his wider roles and responsibilities 
within the college community.

Supported by the Department for Education
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PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

Collette Donnelly
Lyndhurst Primary School
Oldham, Greater Manchester 

The Award for Teacher of the Year in a 
Primary School

Collette Donnelly is an all-round popular 
teacher who lives this Oldham school’s 
vision of Shaping the Future, Making 
Memories, Ready for Life in her daily 
practice and her holistic approach to 
learning. Through the development 
of Science and STEM provision at 
Lyndhurst, Collette has raised the profile 
of STEM across the school, including 
leading the Vex Robotics Team to the 
National Finals in Telford, and she is 
a pioneer for women in engineering. 
Collette has made many links with STEM 
professionals, raised funds to ensure 
children can attend STEM events and has 
enthused and inspired the school team  
to strive for the best outcomes for all.

Morag Colley

Kingsmead Academy
Taunton, Somerset 

The Award for Excellence  
in Special Needs Education

George Croxford

Royal Wootton Bassett Academy  
Royal Wootton Basset, Wiltshire 

The Award for Headteacher of the Year 
in a Secondary School

Morag (Mo) has worked with children 
with special needs in a range of settings 
for over 25 years and is currently 
Assistant Headteacher (Inclusion) at 
Kingsmead School in Somerset. Mo’s 
passion for supporting children to 
achieve their best has led young people 
and families who have benefited from 
her care to describe her impact as 
‘transformational’. Her personal and 
professional commitment to providing 
equal opportunities is at the core of her 
work. She lives and breathes inclusivity 
and has enabled all staff to understand 
what this means in practice in many 
powerful ways.

George Croxford has been teaching 
for over 30 years, with 20 years in 
Senior Leadership. Before moving to 
Royal Wootton Bassett Academy he was 
an Assistant Headteacher in Weston 
Super Mare then Deputy Headteacher 
and Headteacher in Bristol. George 
has led RWBA since January 2010 and 
the school has had two Outstanding 
in every category Ofsted inspections 
since then. The school became a 
Teaching School and a National 
Support School in 2013. As a National 
Leader in Education, George has led 
the support of three secondary schools 
out of Special Measures to Good in 18 
months. He has also led the support of 
two primary schools from RI to good.

Supported by Chartered College of Teaching
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PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

Lynne Fox

Bramhall High School 
Stockport, Cheshire 

The Award for Headteacher of the Year 
in a Secondary School

Since her arrival Lynne has been a 
‘tour de force’ who has transformed 
Bramhall School near Stockport and 
overcome the significant challenges 
the school faced with clear strategic 
direction, determination, humour and 
resilience. She has empowered the 
school community to secure the very 
best educational experience for students 
in her charge and has created a vibrant 
environment where enthusiasm and 
creativity are encouraged. Results are 
now outstanding, rising from -0.14 to 
+0.35. Her vision, ‘Every Hope,  
Every Dream, Every Aspiration’ is being 
fully realised.

Marie Duffy

Percy Shurmer Academy 
Birmingham, West Midlands 

The Award for Excellence  
in Special Needs Education

Graeme Erickson

North Liverpool Academy 
Liverpool, Merseyside 

The Award for Teacher of the Year in a 
Secondary School

Marie’s energy, expertise, warmth and 
dedication are viewed as the driving 
force behind the transformation of this 
Birmingham school’s Deaf Learning 
Base.  Colleagues say her zest for 
life is infectious! The children under 
her leadership believe their life is full 
of opportunities and being deaf is 
something they are very proud of. She 
has developed and led a team that has 
ensured the Deaf Learning Base is an 
educational haven that develops the 
confidence, learning experiences and 
outcomes for all who attend. Marie 
works tirelessly to ensure the deaf 
children have an abundance  
of opportunities including after  
school clubs, residential trips and 
community links.

Graeme Erickson is an inspirational 
teacher who brings science to life in his 
classroom. From firework displays to 
bee hives, his students get to experience 
science in context. Graeme teaches 
across the age range from Year 7s 
all the way to sixth formers, helping 
them embark on their own journeys 
into careers in science. He has been 
teaching for eight years and gladly 
passes his expertise and love of the 
subject on to others across the school in 
his role as STEM coordinator.  

Supported by SSAT Supported by Chartered College of Teaching
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PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

Simon Gunstone

Royal Wootton Bassett Academy 
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire

The Award for Teacher of the Year in a 
Secondary School

English teacher and subject leader 
Simon is described as an inspiration to 
all who work with him at this Wiltshire 
school. His teaching and leadership 
have been consistently graded 
‘outstanding’ and the department ‘an 
area of excellence’. He has trained and 
coached many new teachers, NQTs 
and experienced staff. Simon engages 
with all areas of school life and his 
presence as a member of the school 
community is viewed as irreplaceable 
by colleagues. Simon’s enthusiasm 
for all things related to the subject of 
English is quoted by his students as 
being ‘infectious and for life’.

Siobhan Freeman

William Davis Primary School 
London

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Connor Goulding

Sacred Heart R.C. Primary School 
Westhoughton, Lancashire

The Award for Outstanding  
New Teacher of the Year

Siobhan is a popular class teacher 
and outstanding practitioner whose 
feedback and marking is renowned. 
Year 6 Reading, Writing and Maths 
results in June 2018 were amazing  
just a year after she joined this East 
London school. Two thirds of the 
children were disadvantaged and 
the majority do not have English as 
their first language. Despite their 
starting points, the children achieved 
exceptional results particularly at 
greater depth level, significantly 
above the national and local average. 
Siobhan also drives fundraising at the 
school. Through her determination, 
innovative and engaging teaching 
and curriculum leadership, a small 
school is thriving and enjoying exciting 
curriculum developments.

After completing a QTS degree in 
Primary English with SEND in 2016 and 
undertaking his NQT year at a Wigan 
primary academy, Connor joined the 
‘mission team’ at Sacred Heart RC 
Primary School in Bolton in 2017, 
teaching Y5 and leading Computing 
and History. He is also a staff governor. 
His passion for restoring classic cars 
has influenced his work in school, 
leading developments in STEaM and 
innovation in a range of areas. He 
runs an engineering club which has 
designed and made a robotic zoo, and 
an award winning coded marble run. 
He is currently engaged with cohort 
5 of the Catholic Middle Leadership 
Programme, his leadership project 
focused on developing digital literacy 
throughout the school and beyond. He 
is viewed by colleagues as a potential 
leader in the changing landscape of 
Catholic education.

Supported by SSATSupported by the Department for Education

34429_PEARSON AWARDS PROG_012.indd   21 09/10/2019   12:20



22     The Pearson National Teaching Awards 2019

PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

Angela Hilton 

Cleves Cross Primary and 
Nursery Academy
Ferryhill, Country Durham

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Angela is a one-of-a-kind teacher 
who knows every child in this County 
Durham school. Colleagues describe 
her classroom as a vibrant, happy 
place where every day is different. She 
is known for surprising her pupils and 
colleagues with innovative activities 
to make learning as enjoyable and 
memorable as possible. Her strengths 
extend ‘way beyond’ the requirements 
of the curriculum including significant 
leadership work with International 
Schools, Rights Respecting, 
Sustainability, Fairtrade and Learning 
Outside the Classroom - all carried out 
with ‘enthusiasm, passion and a real 
sense of purpose’.

Scott Hayden

Basingstoke College of Technology 
Basingstoke, Hampshire

The Award for Digital Innovator  
of the Year

Jade Herbaut

Roebuck Academy 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

As well as being a Creative Media 
Lecturer and Digital Innovation 
specialist, Scott also manages a team 
that supports and trains staff and 
students in using digital, creative and 
innovative approaches to learning. 
In 2014 he was given a Lifetime 
Achievement Award for innovative use 
of social media and recognised by 
EdTech for his work in developing new 
approaches to teaching and learning. 
He was also shortlisted for the TES FE 
Awards for ‘Teacher of the Year 2015’ 
and created and led a team to win 
the ‘Outstanding use of Technology 
for improving Teaching, Learning 
and Assessment 2018’ award. He 
was named in the EdTech50, and is a 
Google Certified Innovator.

Jade is a classroom teacher and 
Assistant Headteacher at Roebuck 
Academy and has made a huge 
impact since she arrived two years ago. 
Learning in her classroom is described 
as creative, enjoyable, exciting and fun.  
She ‘always seems to know what hook 
to use’ with the children to inspire and 
motivate. Pupils can be found searching 
for pirate gold in the corridors, 
hunting for aliens in trees or capturing 
Goldilocks the porridge stealer in the 
learning garden. Whatever the learning 
experience, her pupils are transported 
into a world beyond the classroom 
into space stations, rainforests, pirate 
ships and woodland huts and more. 
Jade’s remarkable passion has led the 
development of immersive learning 
within the Stevenage school with great 
drive and success.
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Samuel (Sam) Jones 

Hele’s School 
Plymouth, Devon

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Sam has turned Drama into one of 
the most successful, talked-about 
departments at this Plymouth School. 
He has gained notoriety locally through 
his directorship of popular whole school 
productions (such as Sweeney Todd and 
Les Misérables) as well as through his 
support of Drama colleagues across 
Plymouth. His passion for theatre, his 
dedication to inspiring young people to 
be creative, energetic and innovative and 
his unwavering focus on improving GCSE 
and A-Level outcomes is a joy to behold, 
according to colleagues.  They describe 
him as an exceptional teacher and a 
tremendous ambassador for the Arts.

Courtney Hosp 

Fulham Cross Girls’ School and 
Language College Fulham, London 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Heather Houston

Belfast Metropolitan College 
Belfast, Northern Ireland 

The Award for FE Lecturer of the Year

Courtney began her teaching career 
at this Fulham school as a Newly 
Qualified Teacher and quickly moved 
up the ranks to become Head of 
Religious Studies and then Head of 
Humanities (with a stint as Head of 
Year). In every role she has secured 
‘eye watering outcomes’.  In this 
inner-city, entirely inclusive all girls’, 
comprehensive, Courtney has been 
responsible for securing grades of  
96% 4-9 and 66% grade 7.  Not only 
this, but she has single-handedly 
coached countless young women 
to secure places at Russell Group 
Universities, helping them overcome 
significant obstacles.

With over 33 years of service with 
Belfast Metropolitan College, Heather 
is an exemplary teacher, colleague, 
facilitator and organiser whose 
enthusiasm, creativity and motivation 
are inspirational. She is a popular 
and energetic member of the FE 
Business team and is known for being 
a respectful and empathic practitioner. 
The student is the centre of Heather’s 
“respect agenda” – she is tolerant, 
fair and balanced in her approach to 
students, whose strengths she knows 
and utilises and whose weaknesses  
she supports.
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Sheldon Logue

St. Damian’s RC Science College 
Ashton under Lyne, Lancashire 

The Award for Headteacher of the Year 
in a Secondary School

Sheldon has always held and 
articulated a clear coherent shared 
vision and strong moral purpose for 
St. Damian’s in Greater Manchester 
to be a fully inclusive ‘outstanding 
Catholic school’ uncompromising in 
the pursuit of excellence. Underpinning 
his work is Sheldon’s mantra ‘Believe 
to Achieve’. Since 2012 he has worked 
relentlessly to take St Damian’s on 
a journey from ‘Special Measures’ 
to ‘Outstanding’. The impact of his 
inspirational leadership is clear: ‘a 
beacon of success’, [Ofsted 2017], a 
heavily over-subscribed, proud and 
vibrant learning community, record 
GCSE results, Progress 8 in the top 
quintile for disadvantaged pupils and 
a plethora of accolades including the 
Investors in People Gold Award and 
Inclusion Quality Mark. 

Leah Kemp

Birtenshaw School 
Bolton, Lancashire 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Ed Le Brun

Kings College Guildford  
Guildford, Surrey 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Leah goes the extra mile in everything 
she does for the vulnerable young 
people that she teaches. Her growth 
mindset and great energy allows 
the young people and colleagues 
around her to grow as a group and 
as individuals. Her effortless creativity 
is paramount to meeting the needs of 
pupils in this Bolton school as well as 
the professional development of the 
staff she manages. Even when facing 
challenging personal circumstances, 
Leah has continued to go above and 
beyond on a daily basis, never seeking 
recognition or reward. Colleagues 
single her out as ‘an absolute credit to 
the teaching profession…a shining star’.

Ed joined the school as Assistant 
Principal in 2013 and led the Child 
Protection team. He worked with some 
of our most vulnerable families and 
offered great support to many. More 
recently, Ed chose to step out of the 
Leadership team and focus on driving 
the school’s improvement from within 
the classroom as Lead Practitioner. 
He hung up his PE shorts and worked 
through the summer to turn his passion 
for History into a methodology for 
teaching this and English. His skill, 
passion and infectious enthusiasm has 
led to students plagued with self-doubt 
becoming confident young adults 
who see themselves as learners with 
an academic future. His commitment 
helped Kings College Guildford  
move from ‘Inadequate’ to ‘Good’ in  
18 months. 
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Teresa Mason 

High Close School 
Wokingham, Berkshire 

The Award for Excellence  
in Special Needs Education

Teresa switched to teaching later in life 
after working for large electronics and 
research companies. She was primary 
trained and started in the mainstream 
environment. In 2015, she moved to 
High Close School in Berkshire, where 
she oversees the secondary higher needs 
classes inside a special needs school. 
While working full time she has sought 
additional knowledge and is now an 
Attachment Aware Trauma Informed 
Lead in the school. She has completed 
her Master’s in Education with distinction 
at Reading University. Teresa always puts 
the needs of the young people at the very 
centre of every decision she makes, she 
shares her expertise with her colleagues 
and enriches the lives of the students she 
works with.

Nicola Manning

One Sixth Form College 
Ipswich, Suffollk 

The Award for FE Lecturer of the Year

Diane Martin

St Anne’s Church Academy 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Since joining Ipswich’s ONE sixth form
college in 2010, Nicky has shown
unwavering commitment to her students
in A-level Biology, supporting them not
only academically but also emotionally
by gaining their trust to give advice
on issues outside of college, as well
as progression options following their
time at ONE. She works with bespoke
groups of students every lunchtime
and regularly gives up a substantial
amount of her own time after school
and during the holidays to ensure
they develop their subject knowledge
and confidence. Her holistic approach
to student support, remarkable
subject knowledge and inspirational
teaching have resulted in cohorts of
Biology students attaining 25% above
national average in the A*-C category
for two consecutive years (ALPS 2)
and progressing to many high tariff
universities and degree courses of
their choice. 

Di is an exceptional classroom 
teacher and SEND leader known 
for curating an imaginative learning 
environment full of provocations, and 
for making ‘a significant difference’. 
Her commitment to the development 
of every child in this Somerset school 
stretches far beyond those in her 
classroom. She works tirelessly with 
children, parents, teachers, support 
staff and outside agencies to ensure 
that every child makes progress in their 
learning journeys and feels supported 
and encouraged to become happy, 
confident, successful individuals. 
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John McKean 

St Ninian’s High School 
Glasgow, Scotland  

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

As principal teacher of the language 
and communication resource at this 
Glasgow high school, John supports 
young people with an autistic spectrum 
disorder to access the curriculum within 
the mainstream environment. He works 
closely with parents/carers and staff 
to support students to realise their 
full potential. An important aspect in 
broadening their life experience has 
been in establishing relationships with 
outside agencies, including ENABLE 
Scotland to support young people in 
developing independent travel skills, 
as well as with local colleges, the Dogs 
Trust, community sports and art clubs, 
and the outdoor education team at East 
Dunbartonshire council.

Frank McCarron

Stockport Academy 
Stockport, Cheshire 

The Award for Lifetime Achievement 

Paul McCauley

Selly Park Girls’ School 
Birmingham, West Midlands 

The Award for Teaching Assistant  
of the Year

Described as a caring, emotionally 
intelligent natural leader, Frank has 
over 25 years of experience as a 
Headteacher and currently serves as 
Executive Principal for United Learning’s 
Manchester cluster of secondary 
schools, including Stockport Academy, 
Manchester Academy and William 
Hulme’s Grammar School. Amongst 
his greatest professional achievements 
have been three Outstanding Ofsted 
inspections and the transformation of 
a number of failing schools, including 
Stockport Academy, now the Academy 
of choice for the local area. Frank is 
well known for putting students and 
staff before himself, to the point where 
he delayed his own treatment for 
prostate cancer when he first took up 
his role, until the school was in a more 
stable position. 

Paul is described as an outstanding 
and inspirational member of staff 
who leads by example. His expertise, 
support, dedication and commitment 
to this Birmingham school have 
enabled pupils to ‘overcome barriers 
to learning, close the gap and achieve 
highly’. Paul has contributed immensely 
to the school community including 
support with Rights Respecting, Music 
and Sports amongst many other  
clubs.  He has also supported in 
organising carnivals and events in  
the wider community.  
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Rhian Morgan Ellis 

Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda 
Cymmer, Porth

The Award for Headteacher of the Year 
in a Secondary School

Rhian is a transformational leader who 
is described by colleagues as warm, 
humble, trusted and inspiring. She 
has created a successful, bilingual 
and inclusive school with the Welsh 
language, culture and heritage at 
the heart of her vision and drive. 
Her futuristic vision has turned ideas 
into success stories, ensuring that 
her school excels on all levels. She 
has built healthy relationships within 
and across communities, and has 
always shown others the silver lining, 
promoting positivity and self-esteem. 
She has spent over thirty years ensuring 
that young people receive the best 
education possible and is determined 
that no child will fail. As a team  
leader, Rhian is known for her 
unwavering values and principles, 
optimism and resilience.

Jacqueline McQuade

Regent High School 
Camden, London 

The Award for Teaching Assistant  
of the Year

Aaron Meredith

Ernesettle Community School 
Plymouth, Devon 

The Award for Headteacher of the Year 
in a Primary School

Jacqueline is a hugely valued, 
longstanding member of staff at this 
inner London school. Since joining 
24 years ago, Jacqueline has shown 
a clear moral drive to improve the 
life chances of the most vulnerable 
students. She is a Senior Teaching 
Assistant – holding HLTA status – and 
Cover Manager.  Jacqueline is the 
lead TA for students with physical 
disabilities, leading the Resource Base 
and the staff. She is described by 
colleagues as conscientious, caring, 
highly capable, and as supportive and 
rigorous when helping newer staff.  She 
leads the school’s reading intervention 
programme and is a co-tutor to a Year 
10 tutor group.

Aaron Meredith is held as an 
inspiration to the children, staff, 
governors and stakeholders he leads. 
He is a strong role model,  described 
by his pupils as ‘smart’ and ‘a man of 
manners’; he’s even been known to 
slide fully suited and booted down a 
muddy water slide for the enjoyment 
of the children! Aaron is seen by 
colleagues as selfless in the pursuit of 
transforming the life chances of the 
children and the community.  When 
he started, the Plymouth school was 
in Special Measures. His team are 
proud of his commitment to improving 
life chances, often making personal 
sacrifices to do so.
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Anastasia Nicholls

Abingdon House School 
London

The Award for Teaching Assistant  
of the Year

In her relatively short career, Anastasia 
has shown that she is a dedicated and 
caring teaching assistant at this central 
London school. Through the flexibility of 
her roles she demonstrates a real depth 
of knowledge. She not only supports 
children to make excellent progress in 
the classroom, but also through sensory 
circuit, talk time, girls’ group and in 
numerous other ways. She is a modest 
team player who offers great support 
and guidance to her colleagues as well 
as pupils. 

Matt Murphy

Stone Soup Academy 
Nottingham, Nottinghamshire 

The Award for Digital Innovator  
of the Year

Tina Murray

Barham Primary School 
Wembley, Middlesex 

The Award for Excellence  
in Special Needs Education

Matt became a teacher in 2009 
through the Graduate Training 
Programme scheme after a decade 
working with young people in the 
youth and community sectors. Having 
first worked in mainstream education, 
he now works at this Outstanding 
(Ofsted 2019) Alternative Provision 
school in Nottingham. Matt is 
committed to inclusive education and 
is proud of the part he and the Stone 
Soup Academy team have played 
in making a difference in the lives 
of young people and in embedding 
technology throughout the curriculum. 
He is passionate about sharing the 
transformative nature of education 
technology with colleagues. According 
to them, Matt exemplifies the Academy 
strapline ‘Creating Unimagined Futures’ 
every day in his classroom and across 
the Academy.

Tina embodies the spirit of inclusion in 
the broadest sense. By building exactly 
the right support for each SEND child 
in this Wembley school, she has a huge 
impact on their success. Her positive, 
‘can-do’ approach defuses anxiety, 
builds confidence, supports progress 
and inspires trust. She is the ‘go to’ 
person, known for good listening and 
great humour. Generous in sharing her 
expertise, knowledge and practice, she 
is highly valued both within the school 
and further afield for contributing to 
improving SEND practice. Tina was 
instrumental in securing the Inclusion 
Quality Mark for Barham, is the 
practitioner for the local Strategic Panel 
and nationally is an assessor for the 
MITA (Teaching Assistant) project.
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Fliss Prior

Bilsthorpe Flying High Academy 
Nottingham, Nottinghamshire 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Fliss touches the lives of everyone 
she meets and is known for inspiring 
the children in her own class to 
improve their aspirations and 
expectations for themselves. Beyond 
this Nottinghamshire school, she has 
multiple roles across the local trust 
and makes a significant contribution 
to the development of schools and 
individuals across the partnership. As 
a lead teacher she acts as a model 
of best practice, opening her door 
to observations, team teaching and 
mentoring and coaching others. As a 
professional tutor, she supports a cohort 
of trainees. Over the last two years Fliss 
has also inspired the next generation of 
teachers across our partnership.

Bina Pawar

City of Westminster College
London 

The Award for FE Lecturer of the Year

Allison Pope

Cwm Primary School 
Blaenau Gwent, Wales 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Described by colleagues as ‘our gold 
standard’ and ‘an absolute asset to 
the College’, Bina brings passion and 
energy and humour to her lessons in 
a way that has transformed not just 
the classroom experience but also the 
lives of hundreds of learners. Using 
her own diverse life experiences, she 
uses outstanding teaching and learning 
strategies to encourage even the most 
challenging, reluctant learners to 
achieve outstanding results, consistently. 
As a Lead internal verifier, Bina ensures 
exceptional quality in her work and 
others. As an E-Learning Manager, 
specialising in Online and Distance 
Education, and as a Learning Coach, 
her dedication, commitment and 
mentoring skills help other teachers 
become outstanding. 

Allison Pope has worked at Cwm 
Primary School in Wales for seven 
years. She is a hugely popular Year 
6 teacher and is also deputy head 
teacher. She is well known for fun, 
innovative, exciting lessons that help the 
pupils in her class to learn exceptionally 
well and ensure that every child has a 
voice. Allison uses a variety of teaching 
methods to ensure they reach their full 
potential. Her dedication to bringing 
the whole school community together 
is exceptional and has a long lasting 
and wide-reaching impact on the whole 
school community.
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Rebecca Proctor

Downham Church of England 
Voluntary Controlled Primary 
School Billericay, Essex
The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Primary School

Sharmin Rahman

Crowmarsh Gifford Church of 
England Primary School 
Wallingford, Oxfordshire 
The Award for Outstanding New Teacher 
of the Year

Rebecca’s classroom is described 
locally as a ‘happy place where there 
is a real buzz’ of lively enthusiasm 
for learning. She consistently models 
the values of the school and has had 
a huge impact on embedding the 
school’s vision. Her commitment to 
both sport and music is considered 
exceptional and she constantly gives 
her own time to accompany pupils into 
the wider community to showcase  
their talents. Rebecca is well respected 
by staff, parents and governors and is 
‘an asset to the school and the teaching 
profession’.

Only in her second year of teaching, 
Sharmin is already viewed as ‘a beacon 
of exceptional practice’ and ‘one of 
those new teachers you come across 
very rarely - a diamond who truly 
shines’. Colleagues at this Oxfordshire 
school report that when you walk into 
her year 1 classroom, you can feel 
the magic.  Calm and purpose drive 
the enthusiasm and excitement of the 
children in Sharmin’s care.  Taking on 
verbal feedback groups as seen in year 
6, she has transformed assessment in 
her classroom to ensure its impact has 
extraordinary results. 

Lisamaria Purdie

St Ninian’s Primary School 
Livingston, West Lothian

The Award for Headteacher of the Year 
in a Primary School

Lisamaria’s passion for education
embodies all that is important in the
21st century. She is an innovative
and motivational leader who is forward
thinking and inspirational. She has 
ensured her school is a trauma 
informed school and indeed cluster 
through her tireless work as part of the 
West Lothian ACEs hub. This has been 
sector leading and transformative in 
West Lothian schools. Lisamaria has 
engaging and effective communication 
skills which allow her to reach out 
and touch everyone both in school 
and in the wider community. She is a 
distributive leader who recognisesher 
staff’s strengths and creates an 
open door policy ensuring effective 
communication for all.
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Dean Ralph

High Close School 
Wokingham, Berkshire

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Dean went straight from university to 
become a DT teacher in mainstream 
schools. He progressed from class 
teacher to Head of Year and then 
Head of Department, then changed 
tack to focus on special educational 
needs at Barnardo’s High Close School 
in Berkshire. His dual strengths in 
curriculum knowledge and pastoral 
care have been an asset in every school 
he has worked in, making sure he looks 
after the whole child and addresses 
their needs in every area of life. He 
forges exceptional relationships with 
his colleagues and the students and 
parents he works with.

Claire Robinson

Holy Evangelists’ Primary School 
Belfast, Northern Ireland 

The Award for Headteacher of the Year 
in a Primary School

Teresa Roche

Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School 
Dronfield, Derbyshire

The Award for Lifetime Achievement

Claire qualified as teacher in 1996, 
following in her father’s footsteps. She 
taught at Holy Trinity Primary in Belfast 
until 2007. She completed her PQH 
NI, was appointed to Vice Principal 
of St Luke’s Primary School in West 
Belfast and within 4 months became 
the Principal there. She led the school 
until it amalgamated in August 2015 
with St Mark’s Primary School and 
Nursery Unit, to become the current 
Holy Evangelists’ Primary School & 
Nursery Unit, doubling the size of the 
school population. The school has 
undergone many changes and grown 
from strength to strength. Claire is now 
overseeing the construction of a £8.5 
million new school and nursery on the 
current site. 

Teresa has made an immense 
contribution to education for nearly 40 
years, using her strong moral compass 
to guide and influence the professional 
colleagues, families and generations 
of students with whom she has worked. 
As a headteacher in two schools, a 
National Leader in Education, an 
Ofsted inspector and a Pupil Premium 
reviewer, her impact has been wide 
and her colleagues say that her legacy 
will live on. As one parent commented, 
‘You’ll regret letting that Miss Roche 
retire!’. Teresa has a deeply held belief 
that education has the power to change 
lives for all children, irrespective of their 
background, ethnicity or beliefs.
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Paul Slater

Trumacar Nursery and Community 
Primary School Morecambe, Lancashire 

The Award for Headteacher of the Year 
in a Primary School

Paul’s infectious enthusiasm for 
learning and developing individual 
potential permeates not only across 
this Lancashire school but throughout 
the entire community. Paul joined the 
school at a very difficult time where staff 
morale was low and parents had lost 
faith in the school. He has since built 
a school with an excellent reputation 
where families are queuing to get in. 
His strength in leadership gives the 
community the security of knowing that 
he is there for them to care, support 
and guide through children’s individual 
learning journeys. 

Sara Sinaguglia

St Edwards RC/CofE School 
Poole, Dorset 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Sara’s passion for teaching  has 
transformed learning at St Edwards 
in Dorset since she undertook part of 
her teacher training there and went on 
to start her career there in 2015. She 
ignites a love for History and Politics 
among the students and is well known 
for inspiring the other teachers as 
well as the young people she teaches. 
Whether coaching students to national 
debating finals or arranging a 1-1 for 
them with the Speaker of the House 
of Commons, she brings the subject 
alive – making it directly relevant 
to the lives and aspirations of those 
that she teaches. Sara draws upon a 
formidable backdrop of achievements 
in her role as educator, including being 
a finalist in the National “Women in 
Rural Enterprise Awards”, and being 
a member of the gold medal English 
Commonwealth Fencing Team in 
Canada.

Stephen Sadler

East Barnet School 
Barnet, Hertfordshire

The Award for Digital Innovator  
of the Year

Stephen is an avant-garde, outside the-
box practitioner who has brought 
industry-standard software to his pupils. 
Through his leadership of Robotics, 
students have been able to design, 
manufacture, code and compete 
with their own robots. Stephen has 
been influential in other secondary 
and primary schools, developing 
STEM in a wider sphere of influence. 
Stephen is committed to ensuring a 
gender balance, having developed an 
impressive group of female students 
who are now committed to degrees 
and careers in STEM. His pupils have 
led workshops at Chelsea football club 
to inspire others as well as speaking at 
national and international conferences 
in front of thousands of delegates.
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Pippa Wadey

Putney High School 
Putney, London 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Pippa Wadey is Director of Learning,
Research and Outreach at Putney
High School GDST. She joined Putney
as a Religious Studies and Philosophy
Teacher in 2015. Her commitment
to fresh, inspiring teaching chimes
with the school’s ethos of delivering a
forward thinking, relevant education.
She became Gifted and Talented
Coordinator in 2016, launching
Putney’s Action Research group, which
now engages 18 members of staff.
Pippa instigated the Putney
Ideas Exchange evening lecture series
featuring high profile speakers. She
leads an academic research programme
on the ”Science of Learning”
embedding strategies for students and
staff across the school and will share
insights from the project at this year’s
Wellington Festival of Education.

Ruth Stevenson

Castlemilk High School 
Glasgow, Scotland 

The Award for Lifetime Achievement

Nina Thomas

Goldsmith Primary Academy 
Walsall, West Midlands 

The Award for Teaching Assistant  
of the Year

Ruth was appointed Assistant Principal 
Teacher of Drama 28 years ago to 
Grange Academy, which merged with 
Glenwood High to become Castlemilk 
High. She was a big hit with her 
Glasgow pupils from the outset. She 
has served under five head teachers 
since 1991 and was co-opted onto the 
senior management team twice, but 
although she was encouraged to apply 
for a permanent post, she declined 
in order to look after her disabled 
son. Absent for a year during illness, 
her one wish was to return to stage a 
show with pupils from S1-S6. More 
recently she co- led the learning and 
teaching committee that resulted in a 
very good HMI report. She is happiest 
when directing all-singing and dancing 
shows, involving around a quarter of 
the pupils in the school. Colleagues 
describe drama teaching as her 
superpower!

Nina has served at this Walsall 
school for 30 years. She is viewed 
by colleagues as ’the heart of the 
school’ and has won the hearts of its 
children and their families. Despite 
serious health issues, she’s remained 
committed to her role even soon after 
major surgery. She works tirelessly to 
immerse her pupils in reading because 
she believes that books open up a 
world of opportunity and transport 
children into different worlds far away 
from this challenging community. She 
believes she was ‘put on this planet  
to teach’!
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Natalie Wilsher

The Gryphon School 
Sherborne, Dorset

The Award for Outstanding  
New Teacher of the Year

Natalie brings huge energy, enthusiasm 
and inclusivity to her role as a music 
teacher in this Dorset secondary school. 
Her lively and purposeful lessons cover 
a range of musical genres designed to 
interest and give confidence to students 
of all musical abilities. Natalie gets 
results; since she joined the school, 
the value added for GCSE and A level 
Music has increased significantly. She 
always goes the extra mile, and is 
involved in several extra-curricular 
music and drama clubs as well as 
running the choir, which under her care 
has increased from 20 to more than 70 
students.

Lisa Webb

Raynsford Academy 
Henlow, Bedfordshire

The Award for Excellence  
in Special Needs Education

Nicola Whiston

Ormiston Horizon Academy 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire 

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Lisa consistently goes above and 
beyond her duties; her greatest 
strength is in the exemplary way 
she leads the SEND provision. She 
has an excellent grasp of the needs 
of individual children and a strong 
ability to understand and empathise 
with vulnerable parents. In doing so, 
she is trusted and highly respected 
for championing the cause in both 
the local and the wider Bedfordshire 
community.  Believing that everyone 
has the right to be heard, seen and 
supported to be their best selves, Lisa 
works tirelessly to look for new and 
innovative ways to support children, 
especially those most in need. However 
challenging a day has been, she will 
be seen smiling and calmly saying 
‘Tomorrow’s another day and one step 
at a time!’ 

Nicola’s record of success is 
phenomenal; first serving a school 
which saw results rise from 38% to 
68% in three years, then co-leading 
the Maths team that saw Ormiston 
Chadwick, which serves one of the 
most deprived wards in the country, 
achieve an incredible 0.6 for maths 
progress 8 last summer. She has now 
turned her attention to doing the same 
at Ormiston Horizon in Stoke-on-
Trent and the community are well on 
board. As a maths teacher with such 
a track record, colleagues say she 
could take a job anywhere. Instead she 
chooses to work in areas of high social 
disadvantage to smash barriers, defy 
stereotype and watch her kids soar. 
She was once described by one of her 
peers as a ‘fluffy rainbow unicorn that 
sprinkles glitter wherever she goes’.

Supported by SSAT Supported by the Department for Education

34429_PEARSON AWARDS PROG_012.indd   34 09/10/2019   12:21



The Pearson National Teaching Awards 2019     35

 

PEARSON TEACHING AWARD WINNERS 2019

Sunderland College’s 
Music Team

City of Sunderland College 
Sunderland, Wearside 

The Award for FE Team of the Year

This supportive music team teaches 
at a range of levels, from Foundation 
Learning to Foundation Degree. All 
three are working professionals, 
passing on their own experience within 
their teaching. From a hip-hop band 
to performing with INXS and Elton 
John, they draw upon their real music 
world experiences to inspire students, 
providing exposure to industry, 
developing relationships with local 
performance venues such as The Sage 
Gateshead and Newcastle City Hall. 
They even created a ‘Rock Emporium’ 
open to young people in secondary 
schools, where they provide advice, 
access to facilities and free tuition  
every week. 

Claudia Windley

Greensward Academy 
Hockley, Essex

The Award for Teacher of the Year  
in a Secondary School

Carlton Bolling College 
Bradford, West Yorkshire

The Award for Secondary School of the 
Year - Making a Difference

Over the last decade, Claudia has 
inspired children to the highest standard 
of artistic achievement and to enter art 
colleges and universities as well as find 
new mediums for self-expression. She’s 
a remarkable person and teacher who 
provides opportunities for children to 
succeed with an unparalleled level of 
support ‘every lunchtime, every evening 
and every holiday’. Claudia brings art 
to life, and brings her artists to life.  
She is naturally collaborative and 
collegiate and has had a tremendous 
impact on colleagues as well as trainees 
and parents. 

Back in 2014 Carlton Bolling in
Bradford was a traditionally poorly
performing school in one of the most
deprived areas and cities in the country,
a Serious Organised Crime hotspot.
After going into Special Measures
five years ago and being linked to
the “Trojan Horse” scandal which led
to demonstrations, the school was
tagged as “the most broken school
in the country”. The school’s rapid
improvement journey led to it gaining
an “Outstanding” rating from Ofsted in
2017 less than two years after coming
out of Special Measures. In 2018 it was
awarded “World Class Schools” Status,
and the Carlton Academy Trust was
formed in 2019. It has received
national and international recognition 
for its work.

Supported by SSAT Supported by Future First
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Flakefleet Primary 
School 
Fleetwood, Lancashire 

The Award for Primary School  
of the Year – ‘Making a Difference’

Flakefleet Primary has invested heavily 
in supporting parents and staff and is 
known for its optimistic coaching culture 
of self-improvement. The school’s ethos 
of ‘Dare to Dream’ permeates every 
aspect of school life and has had a 
significant impact on the local area and 
further afield in Lancashire. The school 
works tirelessly with local businesses 
and agencies and is committed to 
raising aspirations and nurturing 
ambition, irrespective of personal 
background or perceived challenges. 
Recent projects include a Christmas 
Number One quest and a Britain’s Got 
Talent adventure. Parental engagement 
and support is at an all-time high.

Clare Mount Specialist 
Sports College 
Wirral, Merseyside 

The Award for Secondary School  
of the Year – ‘Making a Difference’

Delph Side Community 
Primary School 
Skelmersdale, Lancashire 

The Award for Primary School  
of the Year – ‘Making a Difference’

Clare Mount in Merseyside prides 
itself on being an inclusive SEND 
school, whose vision is for students 
‘to be role models and catalysts for 
change’; to overcome barriers and 
achieve aspirational academic and 
social targets, which improve life 
chances. Staff know when to support 
and when to encourage independence, 
to challenge and engage students, 
equipping them with the academic, 
social and life-skills they need to move 
forward, confident in their own abilities 
and entering a community that the 
school has worked with and educated 
to encourage student acceptance. Clare 
Mount’s strong, motivational leadership 
team is as ambitious for its staff as for 
its students, encouraging professional 
development, sharing good practice 
and promoting well-being. 

Delph Side strives to be a shining 
beacon for its Lancashire community:  
a hub of aspiration and determination 
mixed with a haven of sanctuary, 
support, kindness and simple 
consistency. Various community projects 
build collaboration within Skelmersdale, 
which is often referred to locally as 
the ‘forgotten’ town. The school’s 
attainment and progress measures 
have been on a positive trajectory over 
recent years, having moved from RI 
to Good in May 2016. Staff consider 
themselves as one extended family and 
work closely with its many and varied 
stakeholders to ensure that support is 
available for the ‘whole’ family.

Supported by Future First Supported by Future First Supported by Future First
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Hospitality and Catering 
Team, London South 
East Colleges 
Bromley, Kent 

The Award for FE Team of the Year

This London team supports over 
140 students at its Greenwich and 
Orpington campuses. Headed by chef 
and trained teacher Tania Sumner, 
the team not only teaches skills in 
the classroom but works with several 
external employers and organisations. 
From the outset students are fully 
immersed in the real world of work and 
achieve high level skills which directly 
transfer to employment. These skills 
are gained in the College’s student-led 
BR6 restaurants and cafes as well as 
from work placements, project-based 
learning activities, entrepreneurial 
learning, industry experts and visits to a 
range of hotels, restaurants, fisheries, 
markets and many other food-related 
environments.

Kentmere Academy 
and Nursery 
Rochdale, Greater Manchester 

The Award for Primary School  
of the Year – ‘Making a Difference’

Westleigh Methodist 
Primary School 
Leigh, Lancashire

The Award for Primary School of the 
Year – ‘Making a Difference’

Kentmere Academy has experienced 
a unique and inspirational journey 
of improvement. Less than five years 
ago, the school was amongst the worst 
performing in Greater Manchester and 
OFSTED placed it in Special Measures. 
Today they celebrate being rated 
Outstanding! An extraordinary team 
of staff and governors have worked in 
complete unity towards a shared goal - 
to give the children the education they 
deserve, in the most challenging of 
circumstances. Post-Ofsted, Kentmere 
Academy still maintains the momentum 
and relentless drive for raising 
expectations. 

In March 2018, Westleigh Methodist 
Primary School in Wigan made national 
headlines after a fire tore through a 
large part of the main building. The 
blaze destroyed nearly half of the 
school. Despite the disruption, the 
school celebrated its best ever set 
of KS2 results that summer and was 
recognised by Ministers for being in 
the top 3% of schools in the country for 
the results pupils achieved. This was 
because the school’s community came 
together when it was needed most.

Supported by Future First Supported by Future First
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St. John’s Primary School

Newcastle, Tyne and Wear

The Award for Primary School  
of the Year – ‘Making a Difference’

One of only a handful of Mantle of
the Expert training schools nationally,
this Newcastle school’s curriculum is
centred around drama for learning,
developing skills for life and a
providing a wealth of memorable
experiences. The school has evolved in
recent years and is now open all year
round and until 9:30 every evening as
The Turf@ St John’s; a community hub.
Its motto of ‘Learning to live, living to
learn’ applies to children and adults
alike. Working with a range of partners,
St John’s has created a place for
children and their families to learn new
skills, socialise and improve their 
wellbeing.
A focus on health and fitness
has helped to break down barriers in
the community; creating a place where
different groups come together through
sport, irrespective of home language,
beliefs or cultural differences.

SERC Science Team, 
South Eastern Regional 
College 
Antrim, Belfast 

The Award for FE Team of the Year

The Catering and Hospitality team
at North Warwickshire and South
Leicestershire College delivers
technical education to young people
aged 16 and over, enabling them to
progress from Entry Level to Level 3,
gaining qualifications in professional
cookery, food and beverage service,
and supervisory skills. In addition to
this they support the personal 
development of their
students and run a customer-facing
commercial restaurant and a cafe at
the Nuneaton campus. The impact
of this team’s well-developed ethos
has led students to employment with
prestigious establishments including
Ritz Hotel London and Raymond
Blanc’s Le Manoir Aux Quat’Saisons,
and to owning and and running their 
own successful establishments.

The Science Team at SERC in Northern 
Ireland work as a dynamic and 
innovative group who have consistently 
delivered an outstanding educational 
experience for 10 years. Many of the 
team members come from an industrial 
or academic research background 
and, combined with their educational 
training, expertise and passion, have 
utilised this in the development of an 
innovative, interactive and engaging 
curriculum that makes Science 
interesting, meaningful, relevant 
and current. They have developed a 
wide range of strategies for learner 
engagement. BTEC Science students 
have benefited from project-based 
learning, active learning in practical 
scenarios, engagement with the wider 
scientific community via competition 
entry, guest speakers, live projects and 
acting as STEM role models in local 
primary and secondary schools.

Supported by Future First

Hospitality and catering team, 
North Warwickshire and South 
Leicistershire College 

Nuneaton, Warwickshire 

The Award for FE Team of the Year
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Stockport Academy 

Stockport, Cheshire 

The Award for Secondary School  
of the Year – ‘Making a Difference’

   
“Whatever it takes”, “No one size fits 
all”, “Above and beyond”, are some of 
the ways that this Hull college’s Sports, 
PE & Dance Department identify their 
values and beliefs. Twice winners of 
regional “Sports College of the Year” 
and runners-up to the national title, 
the team has gained recognition for its 
outstanding commitment to students, 
the community, the college and its 
passion for sport, health and fitness. 
The newly formed dance team recently 
won the “That’s Showbiz” national title 
in the UK’s largest dance competition. 
Everyone at Wyke goes above and 
beyond timetable commitments in a 
culture of aspiration and achievement.

In Stockport Academy’s most recent 
Ofsted report, inspectors stated that 
‘pupils strive to be the best’, and feel 
safe, are well cared for and have 
high self- esteem and confidence. 
The academy strives to provide an 
‘Education With Character’ – offering 
students the opportunity to develop 
leadership skills, self-belief and a love 
for learning both inside and outside 
of the classroom. Admissions at the 
Academy are at an all-time high  
thanks to its reputation as an 
aspirational, enriching, proud and 
generous community.

Supported by Future First

Sport, PE & Dance 
Team, Wyke Sixth  
Form College 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire

The Award for FE Team of the Year

The Teaching Awards Trust celebrates 
its 21st birthday in 2019.  A landmark 
anniversary, and something we are 
truly proud of.  And so as a present 
to ourselves and to our wonderful 
winners, we have designed a new 
Pearson Teaching Awards trophy, 
updated for the 21st century. 

The trophy is symbolic of a 
celebration of a profession that 
changes lives, that lifts people up 
from their circumstances, gives them 
hope, new ways of understanding the 
world, fundamentally, it gives them an 
education, and therefore a future. 

Our new trophy represents people, it 
represents growth, and it represents 
teaching in the 21st century. 

Carlton Bolling College
The Award for Secondary School of the Year -
Making a Difference

THE
TEACHING
AWARDS
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LITERACY WAS ONE OF 
THE SUBJECTS I USED 

TO FIND BORING, 
BUT THANKS TO YOUR 

ENTHUSIASTIC APPROACH 
TO TEACHING IT IS 

SOMETHING I ENJOY A 
LOT AND NOW ENJOY 

READING MANY BOOKS 
OF DIFFERENT GENRES.

THANK YOU FOR BEING 
AN AMAZING TEACHER 

AND HELPING ME AND MY 
FORM. SOMEHOW YOU 
FIND A WAY TO MAKE 
EVERY SINGLE LESSON 
FUN, EVEN TESTS YOU 
EVEN FIND A WAY TO 

MAKE TESTS FUN.

We all remember a great 
teacher; teachers change 
lives and we need to value, 
celebrate and thank our 
amazing teachers every 
day! Our #ThankATeacher 
campaign does just that.

“Thank a Teacher” is open 
all year round, it encourages 
young people, parents and 
fellow teachers to say “thank 
you” to a teacher who has 
made a difference in their 
lives. Anyone can go to the 
Thank a Teacher website,  
fill out an online form with a 
message and we send their 
teacher a Thank you card in 
the post for free. Teachers 
who receive a “thank you” 
also get the opportunity to 
go through to the Pearson 
National Teaching Awards.

THANK A TEACHER  
CAMPAIGN – GET INVOLVED!

THANK 
 A 

TEACHER 
TODAY!
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THANK A TEACHER TODAY!
Visit www.thankateacher.co.uk, type in the name of the teacher you want to thank 

and your message, and they will be sent a thank you card from you. Make their day!
#thankateacher

SUPPORTED BY 

THIS IS A THANK YOU FOR 
ALL THE SUPPORT YOU’VE 
GIVEN ME OVER THE LAST 
FEW YEARS, THINGS HAVE 

CHANGED FOR THE BETTER 
HERE AT SCHOOL AND I’M 
NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO 

 IS BENEFITING FROM  
THE CHANGES
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 @TeachingAwards  |   @TheTeachingAwards

“The work of teachers has unique 
outcomes for the health, wealth 
and welfare of every single person 
in this country. We should be 
fantastically proud of them,  
I know I am.” 

Lord Puttnam CBE, founder, Teaching Awards Trust.  

.

Carlton Bolling College
The Award for Secondary School of the Year -
Making a Difference

THE
TEACHING
AWARDS
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